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O. Henry Writing Club for Youth: here at Bryker Woods!

Bryker Woods 5th and 6th grade students are invited to join writer Spike Gillespie for a six-week creative writing class here at Bryker Woods, after school in Ms. Irwin's room on Wednesdays beginning Jan. 20.  Enrollment is limited to 20. This free workshop is sponsored by the O. Henry Museum Writing Club for Youth, a program of the City of Austin. 

The workshop will provide a fun, encouraging environment for students to cultivate their literary voices. This is *not* a TAKS-prep or remedial writing class, but major writing experience is not required, just an earnest interest in expressing yourself through the written word.  The students will commit all of their writing to a single notebook that O. Henry Museum will collect at the end of the six weeks for evaluation. Selected works from Bryker Woods and two other participating schools will be read by a professional author at a reception to be held (tentatively) on Saturday, April 24. In addition, an anthology comprising works from all of the students at all three schools will be handed out to them the last week of school. Registration forms will go home in Monday folders. 

More info at: http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/ohenry/programs.htm or contact Anne Heinen at amheinen@gmail.com.
Grocery cards pick-up this week

Grocery cards will be distributed Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and if needed Friday during drop off and pick up.  The Grocery Card Team will be at the usual table in the front hallway. If you did not pick up your cards before winter break, please come by with your checkbook and pick up your cards. As always we will have extra HEB and Randalls cards for sale if you would like to purchase more. If you can't pick up your cards during these times please make alternative arrangements with Catherine Hodges, cchodges@mac.com. Thanks for supporting the best school in our town!

The Grocery Card Team -- Liz, Holly and Catherine
Science Fair is Approaching!  February 4
Please remember that Science Fair is coming up on February 4.  Helpful information will be shared in preparation for science fair at each Thursday assembly between now and Feb. 4.  Keep an eye out for order forms for display boards, which will be coming out in the next week.  And keep working toward your final product for science fair—it’s approaching quickly!
--The Science Fair Team
AxBW -- Arts by Bryker Woods is Gearing Up

Arts by Bryker Woods is one of the finest traditions our great elementary school has going for it.   It’s not a talent show, it’s a festival of student awesomeness!  This program is in need of new leadership, so if you see student talent around you that you want to foster, contact PTA President, Amy Wright, awright_home@yahoo.com, or 289-1727.  We have a number of volunteer jobs, including a co-chair position, that are looking for fresh energy!     

No After Lunch Recess this Week -- Call for Playground Volunteers

If your child values unstructured time outside on the playground after lunch, please consider taking a shift to support our playground program.

Volunteers supervise the children on the playground for a one-hour shift at lunchtime.  Most volunteers work one shift every other week (for example, every other Tuesday or every other Friday).  
This program has historically been very popular among parents in the younger grades, while your children are still excited to see you during the day at school!  So, kindergarten parents, and parents of 1st and 2nd graders, if you haven’t tried the playground, please give it a whirl. 
In order to staff this program, we need two volunteers per shift, for two shifts a day, five days a week.  As the new semester starts, we need a new lineup of volunteers for the roster.  Please contact Adriana Graf to sign up, adrianajongraf@sbcglobal.net.  We’d like to restart after lunch recess next week, but can only do so if we get enough volunteers to supervise the children.

Recycling at School--Styrofoam
THIS WEEK ONLY: Recycle your Styrofoam (no peanuts, please) at Bryker Woods!

In addition to the many things wrong with styrofoam, one is that so little of it is recycled. Bring your clean styrofoam packaging (no peanuts, please) to our blue collection can in the school lobby and we'll take it to:  

Cycled Plastics, www.cycledplastics.com
10200 McKalla Place Suite 100. 

Cycled Plastics recycles clean styrofoam and accepts drop-offs from the public.

If you have styrofoam peanuts, you can take those to a pack-and-mail store near you, which is most likely to recycle them.

--Go Green Committee 
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Upcoming Events:

Jan. 18 - Martin Luther King Jr. Day  (School holiday)

Jan. 19 - Family Dance Night and PTA General Meeting

Jan. 23 – Pinewood Derby for the Boy Scouts

Jan. 25 - PTA Board meeting

Jan. 29 - “Bryker Bee” Spelling Bee Final – 2pm in the Cafeteria

Feb. 4  - Science Fair

Feb. 28 - Swap O Rama Rama – 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
Pinewood Derby on Jan. 23

Reminder for all Scouting families – the Pinewood Derby will be held Saturday, January 23 in the Bryker Woods gymnasium.  Get your motor running!


Green Tip: E-Waste

Did you know?  Electronic waste is the fastest growing waste stream (only 12% gets recycled) and the biggest source of toxic heavy metals in our landfills. “Scientists are finding higher and higher levels of flame retardants used in electronics and other products in the bodies of Americans and in fish in our lakes and bays - and even in polar bears. … E-waste should not be buried with municipal garbage.”   (Source: Texas Campaign for the Environment website, 2009).
What you can do:

1. Vote with your dollars!  Buy electronics from retailers or manufacturers who take back and recycle their non-working products.  For the latest information, visit texastakeback.org   If you are buying a new TV, buy from manufacturers who will take back & recycle their TVs (most do not), visit takebackmytv.com
2. Visit texastakeback.org to find a drop-off location for your electronics.  Here are some of the responsible recycling options on that website:

· Central Texas Goodwill accepts all working TVs, as well as non-working Panasonic, Sharp and Toshiba televisions.

· Central Texas Goodwill recycles any brand of non-working computers and parts.   For a full list of manufacturer's computer recycling programs, visit www.texasrecyclescomputers.org.

· All Best Buy stores recycle most electronics.

· Costco's e-waste recycling program offers Costco cash cards in exchange for electronics that you ship (at no cost to you) to their partner, Gazelle.  Visit Costco's home page and click the "recycle" button to print free shipping labels.  They accept over 20 categories of electronics.

3. Educate and Advocate!  To learn more about the e-waste issue in Texas (from a public-interest perspective), visit: texasenvironment.org/ewaste.cfm





















