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Adiós Señora Susan Murray
We are so sad to see Sra. Murray (K–2 teacher) leave our Spanish program at Bryker Woods. Although it was a very hard decision for her, and she is heartbroken at leaving the children, she has decided to spend more time with her family, including her son who is a senior this year. We will miss her greatly.
Since she arrived 3 1/2 years ago as a substitute teacher who then became permanent, she has infused the program with her knowledge, her enthusiasm, her love of teaching and her organizational skills. Almost every child currently at Bryker Woods has had the pleasure of learning from her—we have all been enriched by her presence.
We'd like to thank her at the assembly next Thursday morning (please make sure that your child knows that she is leaving so that the announcement at assembly isn't a surprise!) Sra. Murray has a tradition of singing the following song at the end of class, so if you can remind your children of the lyrics, we'll sing it to her at assembly. Her email is smurray99@earthlink.net, so feel free to send her an email from yourself or your child, thanking her in writing.  

Adiós Song
Hasta mañana 
Hasta luego 
Hasta la vista 
Nos vemos, adiós 
  
The 3rd-6th grade Spanish program will continue as scheduled. The PTA, Nancy Hobbs and 3rd–6th grade Spanish teacher Pepi Rosado are in the process of looking for a replacement for Sra. Murray (K-2nd)—any leads you have are appreciated!   
Gracias Sra. Murray!  
Natalie Freeburg, chair Spanish Program




Family Dance Night!

Tuesday, January 19th
6:30 pm

Bryker Woods cafeteria

Join us for a fun family evening that is guaranteed to get you moving!

There will be a brief PTA General Membership meeting before the dancing begins.

After School Programs

Check your child's Monday folder for information and registration forms for our Bryker Woods After-School Program. We've got several new and exciting classes this spring, so be sure to take a look.  Registration forms are due Wednesday, January 20 and will also be available on the PTA website. 

Free Computer Equipment Recycling
With the holidays behind us, there are many new electronic gadgets in our homes. Out with the old, in with the new!  Here is a friendly reminder about free recycling offered through a joint program between Dell and Goodwill:

You can drop off any brand of used equipment at participating Goodwill donation centers in your area. You'll also get a receipt for tax purposes.  To find the nearest drop-off enter your zip code at  http://reconnectpartnership.com/
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Upcoming Events:

Jan. 18  Martin Luther King Jr. Day  (School holiday)

Jan. 19   Family Dance Night and PTA General Meeting

Jan.  25   PTA Board meeting @ noon
Jan.  26   Teacher Treats

Jan. 29  “Bryker Bee” Spelling Bee Final – 2pm in the Cafeteria

Feb. 4   Science Fair

Feb. 28  Swap O Rama Rama – 1–4 p.m. 
Third Grade will host January Teacher Treats

Tuesday, January 26 Teacher Treats will be hosted by 3rd Grade Families.  Contact Pam Vander Werf (pamvw2005@yahoo.com) 


Green Tip: Save $ with those Curly Lightbulbs

Did you know:  If each home in America replaced one incandescent light bulb with an Energy Star Compact Fluorescent Light bulb (CFL), it would save enough energy to light 3 million homes for a year and prevent greenhouse gases equivalent to the emissions from 800,000 cars.  CFLs use less power and have a longer rated life. A CFL has a higher purchase price than an incandescent bulb, but lasts up to 10 times longer, uses about 75% less electricity, and can save over $30 in electricity costs over the bulb's life time.  The average American home has about 45 bulbs; replacing them with CFLs could save $180 (or 8%) per household per year on electricity bills.*
 *My personal experience shows a 20% savings, amounting to several hundred dollars over one year.)
What you can do:  Try replacing some of your old light bulbs with CFLs, starting with the lights that tend to get left on longer.  For safety, use CFLs in all  sturdy light fixtures -- it is best to NOT use them in table or  floor lamps in children’s bedrooms or play areas.  
The newest bulbs light quickly and with a warmer light than their predecessors.  Some stores, such as the Lightbulb Shop, will even refund your money (with a receipt) if you are experimenting with different types of bulbs at home.  Also, with a receipt, some shops will exchange a bulb if it ever burns out prematurely.  
Because CFLs contain mercury** (a fraction of the amount in an old fashioned thermometer),  broken bulbs should be sealed in a plastic bag.  Those and all used CFLs should be disposed of at a Home Depot, IKEA or Ace Hardware store OR at the City of Austin Hazardous Waste Facility. 
**Traditional incandescent lights end up generating 2-10 times more mercury than CFLs when you figure in the mercury emissions from the coal plants that usually power them.





















