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Over 50 BW students have been busy this January building their vocabularies with words from puzzles, wonderful teacher volunteers, and from other language origins such as Latin and Greek.  This year we even have a fourth grader competing for the Bryker Bee trophy and privilege to represent our school.  The Busy Bees, Bumble Bees, and Junior Bees will conclude the program with their written Bee Contest on Tuesday, January 26 in the regularly scheduled session.  The older Bryker Bee spellers will compete on stage January 29 at 2:00pm in the Cafeteria, using the Scripps National Spelling Bee format just like on TV!  Our six Bryker Bee contestants will use all their skills in an attempt to win the 2010 Bryker Bee Championship and the right to advance to Regional/District competition next month.  Parents, teachers, and students are all invited to the Friday, January 29th 2:00pm Final BW Spelling Bee.

After-School Programs

Check out the spring lineup of classes and take advantage of the opportunity for some after-school fun and enrichment for your child.  Information and registration forms are available on the PTA website.  Registrations are due this Wednesday, January 20.

Food Handler Training available this Saturday

Saturday, January 23 at 10am–11:30am, Austin ISD Board Auditorium, 1111 West 6th Street

All school-related nonprofit entities (such as PTA, booster clubs, and student organizations) who sponsor events at which food will be served, sold, or offered to the public are legally required to obtain temporary food service permits from the Austin/Travis County Health & Human Services Department. In order to obtain a permit free of charge, the organization must have two responsible parties who have attended Food Handler Training within the past year. If you already attended one of the trainings offered in the fall, there is no need to attend the training again this semester.

This Training is offered at no cost to individuals or their organizations. Questions? Please contact AISD Food Services at 512-414-0251 

After Lunch Playground is Back On -

Starting Today!

Thank you to all who have volunteered!  A few shifts are still needing volunteers; if interested, please contact Adriana Graf, adrianajongraf@sbcglobal.net,  206-0930



Tonight!

Family Dance Night

Tuesday, January 19th
6:30 pm

Bryker Woods cafeteria
Join us for a fun family evening that is guaranteed to get you moving!
There will be a brief PTA General Membership meeting before the dancing begins.

BWPTA Board Meeting

The Bryker Woods PTA Executive Board will meet next Monday, January 25 at noon in the Bryker Woods library.  All are welcome to attend. Agenda items include Arts by Bryker Woods (AxBW), Spring Fling, the Afterlunch Recess Program, the Spanish Program, and appointments to the Nominating Committee for next year’s officers.  Your participation is encouraged on all of these items!
Pinewood Derby this Saturday

Come one, come all to Cub Scout Pack 9's Pinewood Derby, Sat. Jan. 23 from 1-4 pm in the Bryker Woods gym. This fun annual event features boy-created wooden cars carved and painted to look like blocks of cheese, rockets, pencils, sharks and even cars. Scouts race the vehicles on a special track to find out whose is the fastest. Pinewood Derby is a great event to check out if your son might be interested in Scouts this year or next!
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	Monday
	Tuesday
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	Saturday/Sunday

	18

Martin Luther King Jr. Day

(No school)
	19
Family Dance Night
and PTA General Meeting

Tuesday morning coffee

Assembly
	20

After school programs registration forms due

Chess Club
	21

Assembly
	22

Compost Friday
	23 / 24

Boy Scout Pinewood Derby

Saturday 1-4pm

	25

PTA Board meeting

Noon, library

Monday morning coffee

Assembly
	26

Teacher Treats hosted by 3rd grade
	27

Chess Club
	28

Assembly
	29

Bryker Bee Spelling Bee Final

2pm

Compost Friday
	30/ 31


Green Tip:  

  Panthers, let’s go green together! 

Did you know?  It’s hard to go on a diet if you don’t know what your healthy weight is and you’ve never even weighed yourself.  It’s the same with going green.  Now the City of Austin has created an easy way for us to measure our environmental impact (or “carbon footprint”) and track our progress as we go green.   It also allows us – as a school community – to compete with other groups and schools!

Last week, the City launched its online “carbon calculator.”  It allows City of Austin utility customers the ability to automatically upload their utility data and accurately calculate their carbon footprint using regional emissions factors. It will also provide you with tips on how to reduce the greenhouse gas emissions associated with your footprint and direct you to local programs to help make those changes.

To encourage Austin residents to create and maintain a user account, the Austin Carbon Footprint Calculator offers a rewards program with chances to win prizes like SXSW wristbands, a compost bin, a bike repair kit, and a solar backpack.

What you can do: Set aside 15 minutes to measure your own footprint at coolaustin.org
For adults, there are four key components to the calculator:

· Create your profile & customize the calculator. In these sections you can set your profile, select your neighborhood, upload a picture, and customize the calculator by selecting the questions that work best for your household. (tip: when you are customizing the calculator and are asked to select whether you want to assess your impact by “Household” or “Individual,” select “Individual”)

· Calculate your carbon footprint. Step through questions on transportation, energy use, water use, solid waste, and food purchases to determine your carbon footprint and see how it compares to the average Austin resident.

· Take Action to reduce your footprint. Use the tips section to find ways to save money, reduce your footprint, and sign-up for rebate or incentive programs. 

· Share information with the Austin community. Set-up and join groups compare carbon footprints, share information, and network with other members of the Austin community.  When you get to the “Summary” page, after you have completed calculating, join the BRYKER WOODS ELEMENTARY PTA group so that we can start a friendly competition with other schools!
Kids can visit zerofootprintkids.com for a kid-friendly calculator, or they could sit with you as you fill out your household information on the Austin calculator.  Austin Energy also has the Generation Game to find ways our utility can meet our energy-efficiency goals.  Visit changeyourgeneration.austinenergy.com 






















