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Spanish Task Force Recommendations

The Spanish Task Force presented its report to the PTA Board on Monday, Nov. 30th.  A full copy of the task force report is on the PTA website, www.brykerwoodspta.org.  The report is very thorough and is highly recommended reading for all persons interested in their child's Spanish language instruction.  The report includes findings, as well as recommendations regarding the PTA's operation of the Bryker Woods Spanish Program, as follows:

· Increase parent involvement 

· Define program goals and objectives 

· Define a curriculum 

· Improve teachers’ contracts 

· Incorporate assessment into the program design 

· Continue support of the K-2 program with some improvements 

· Further investigate short- and long-term options for the 3-6 program 

The PTA Board recommended a budget amendment, moving an additional $3500 into the Spanish program from the PTA's savings account to ensure the K-2 and 3-6 Spanish in-class programs would be fully funded for 14 weeks of instruction in Spring 2010. This budget amendment will be voted on at the next PTA general meeting on December 10, 2009, which coincides with the 4th grade Winter Music Program.

The budget amendment addresses the short-term future of the 3-6 program. For the longer term (fall 2010 and beyond), the PTA will continue studying options through spring 2010 and will make a recommendation by the end of spring 2010 for the 2010-2011 school year.

For further information, please contact Natalie Freeburg, chair of the Spanish Committee (npfreeburg@yahoo.com), Steve Wiese, PTA vice president (steve.wiese@cleanenergyassociates.com) or Amy Wright (awright_home@yahoo.com).  Those interested in helping to define the long-term future of the 3-6 program should contact Steve Wiese (steve.wiese@cleanenergyassociates.com, 653-9651), who will be spearheading that effort starting in January 2010.
PTA Bylaws Amendment – Vote on December 10
Please attend our general meeting this Thursday, Dec. 10th at 6:30pm, to vote on a proposed change to our by-laws.  As announced at the November general meeting, the PTA board is recommending that we change the duties of our 2nd VP from Partners in Education to Budget, and the dates of three mandatory general meetings to September,  February and May.  Thanks!
2009 BW HOLIDAY GIFT COLLECTION

In tough times it becomes even more necessary to pool our resources. So let's get together and show our appreciation for the non-classroom folks who work with our BrykerWoods children each day (Custodial Staff, Special Areas, Office, Cafeteria, Special Ed, Crossing Guards).

An envelope for donations and a card to sign will be in the office. Cash is great, but checks are also fine and can be made out to Tracy Sole. Thanks so much for your support of these hard-working folks!

Fourth Grade 

Winter Music Program

& PTA General meeting

Thursday, December 10
    6:00pm, Pizza & Salad
    6:30pm, PTA mtg & Program

This Thursday evening, December 10th, our 4th graders will WOW you with a taste of what they have learned in Mrs. Long’s Music class. Pizza & Salad will be available at 6:00pm, the PTA meeting begins at 6:30, and the program starts at approximately 6:45. On Friday, the 4th grade will take to the city with Mrs. Long and our wonderful 4th grade team of teachers (Mrs. Cross, Mr. Dowell, Ms. Fladwood, and Ms. Harwell) where they will stop and sing to our Bryker Woods community and business neighbors. 
Spelling Bee

Look in your child’s Monday folder for Bryker Woods Spelling Bee Registration forms! After school practice sessions coached by teacher volunteers will be held on Tuesdays in January. The final Bee on January 27th will determine the school champion.

Tuesday, December 15th, Holiday Luncheon for Faculty and Staff:
Food, Party Goods, Cash, and Helping Hands Needed
Tuesday, December 15th is the date for the biggest Teacher Treats luncheon of the year!  In December the whole school comes together to give our wonderful teachers and staff a festive holiday party.  Please join in the fun of cooking a wonderful meal for the 50+ staff members who support your child's learning.  Or, head to your favorite deli, bakery, or grocer and select something special.  If you prefer, you can choose to contribute some cash and we'll do the shopping for you!  We also need volunteers for set-up and clean-up.  Please email Pam Vander Werf pamvw2005@yahoo.com, 940-0933, and let her know how you would like to participate.
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	7

Monday morning coffee

Assembly
	8

Grocery card orders due
	9

Chess Club
	10

Fourth Grade Winter Music Program
& PTA General meeting, 6:30pm

Assembly
	11

Principal coffee

7:30 am, library

Compost Friday
	12 

Compost Demo 10am, see article on this page for details
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	14

Monday morning coffee

Assembly
	15

Holiday Teacher Treats Luncheon
Hosted School-wide
	16

Chess Club
	17

Last day of classes 2009!
Assembly
	18

Winter Break

Dec 18 – Jan 4

Classes resume Tuesday, Jan 5, 2010




Green Tip:

“I’m Dreaming of a Green Christmas……”
Okay, so I used to be so embarrassed by my dad’s use of the Sunday comics to wrap all of our presents.  What I didn’t realize was his early commitment to being green.  Now I heartily embraced the Sunday comics, used bags, old maps, decorated grocery bags, and reusable grocery bags as ways to wrap gifts.  Here are a few more ideas to bring that dream of a green Christmas (or your favorite winter holiday) to life:

1. The 2.6 billion holiday cards sold each year in the U.S. could fill a landfill the size of a football field 10 stories high.  Try emailed cards, cards on recycled paper, cards that donate to a good cause, or save this year’s cards to use as gift tags next year.  Or do as my dad did, just write names on the comics instead of adding a card to the gift.

2. Switching to LEDs (light emitting diodes) is 90% more efficient than incandescent lighting.  LEDs don't get as hot as traditional lights, lowering the risk of fire, and if one bulb goes out, the rest of the string still works.  They last longer, too.  Also, remember that you do not have to compete with the neighbor next door for the most lights – sometimes less is more.

3. Wreaths and other holiday decorations don't have to be made from evergreens or other disposable material.  Make your own from fabric remnants, tree ornaments, or last year’s cards.  Edible decorations are always fun, too.

4. The swiftest way to eliminate waste is to give less.  Harper cringed when he heard this but when Legos were balanced with time with friends and family, F&F won.  Homemade gifts are wonderful as are gifts of experiences (going to the movies or dancing lessons).
Regardless of the holiday you will celebrate this winter, there are many ways to make it greener.  Add Mother Earth to the Nice List and do something for her.  It will last much longer than last year’s fruitcake!

–Liz Jambor


Caffeinated compost?

Quick: think of things that compliment one another. Wine and cheese? Yup. Chocolate and peanut butter? Ditto. Monday morning coffee and compost? Now you're talking. The Bryker Woods compost pile is now fully caffeinated, thanks to Bob Zambarano and the Monday coffee crew. Thanks, guys, for adding that extra zip to our biodegrading carbon and nitrogen collection. Other coffee hounds with operating coffee pots (that's you, Ms. Powell!): feel free bring your grounds out back to keep our compost robust, aromatic, and full-bodied.

Thanks–
The Bryker Woods composting team

Compost Demo This Saturday,

December 12 at 10am

The Christian family is taking the Bryker Woods Elementary COMPOST FAMILY CHALLENGE this Saturday December 12 from 10:00-11:00am. Master Composter and BW parent Tim Mateer will be helping them build a compost pile and walking us through the composting process. Bring your questions and curiosity.
The address is 807 West 16th Street (between West and Pearl). If the weather looks iffy, you may call Betsy Christian at 784-3915 to make sure the demo is still happening.

If you can't make it but really want to, consider taking the Compost Family Challenge yourself! The Bryker Woods PTA is challenging our families to Go Green with a compost pile and inviting others to learn how to turn waste into something good for your gardens and trees. You can schedule a weekend time with Tim by calling him at 457-8515.

Eat Local Week is this week, Dec. 5–12 

Go to www.edibleaustin.com for information about events, including an ice skating party on Tuesday, a local edibles gift bazaar, and a celebrity cook-off at the downtown Austin Farmer’s Market on Saturday.






















