BWPTA News [image: image2.png]



 Bryker Woods Elementary School
www.brykerwoodspta.org
April 5, 2010

NEWSFLASH:  Bryker Woods wins 2010 Environmental Awareness Award!

The City of Austin is recognizing Bryker Woods Elementary with the Environmental Awareness Award for our significant work to protect and enhance our environment!  

Everyone in our school community deserves this award, whether you took JUST 2 paper towels at the sink or packed a no-waste lunch to trim our trash... showed a kindergartener which can was for their compostable banana peel... turned off your car instead of idling at pick-up time... or walked to school... We are ALL part of this.  

Our application stood out among the nine submissions in the "schools" category for our leadership in our community.  For instance, we promote our compost demonstrations to neighborhood listserves and the Sustainable Food Center listserve.  We consult with other schools wanting to start their own cafeteria composting, and have presented our composting experience to a citywide conference.  We collaborate with other schools on our Swap-o-rama.  We promote LESS waste at our community-wide carnival both with our food choices and by providing free, cold, filtered water for re-usable bottles.  If you would like to see a copy of our award-winning application, please email amychamberlain@me.com

We've been invited to receive our unique trophy on Earth Day, April 22, at 5:30 p.m. in City Council Chambers during the council's "proclamations."  In addition, we will receive the following recognition:

 ∙ Media announcement via press release

 ∙ Spotlight on access stations

 ∙ City of Austin bill insert announcement

 ∙ Channel 8 interview

This year marks the grand return of the environmental awards to the City of Austin. The CoA awards program started back in 1983 (there was a nine-year hiatus).  The awards are given to seven projects in the Central Texas area.  Winners in the other categories are:

    * Mayor's Individual Achievement - Richard Craig

    * Large Business - Dell and Goodwill Industries of Central Texas

    * Small Business - Barr Mansion & Artisan Ballroom

    * Community/Nonprofit - Central Texas Zero Waste Alliance

    * City of Austin Department Programs - Austin Energy Green Building Program

    * Governmental Agency - Texas Facilities Commission Recycle Program

For more information about our worthy award-winners, visit http://www.coolaustin.org/awardwinners2010.htm

Coming this Week:  NetSmartz Workshop This Thursday, April 8, at 6:30pm
Do you worry about what your child is being exposed to on the computer?  Do you wonder how you can monitor online activity?  Do you want to increase your and your child’s self-confidence about being online?  

The National Center for Missing and Exploited Children is bringing their NetSmartz Workshop to Bryker Woods Elementary School.  On Thursday, April 8, 2010, please join us in the Bryker Woods’ Library at 6:30 pm.  The 45-minute presentation and question-and-answer session will include pertinent, timely information about online safety.  

The following week, Bryker Woods students will learn about internet safety at interactive, age-appropriate, fun, and informative assemblies.  Questions?  Please contact Mandy De Mayo at mdemayo@austin.rr.com.
You are Invited:  PTA Board Mtg.
The PTA Board will meet at 7pm on April 12, 2010, at the home of PTA President Amy Wright at 4414 Rosedale Avenue.  The agenda includes AxBW, Spring Fling, the PTA end-of-year survey, and an update from the Nominating Committee, which is hard at work putting together a slate of nominees for next year’s PTA officer positions.  

It’s the right time of year to ask yourself:  What role will I have in ensuring the success of our Bryker Woods programs next year?  If you’re feeling a tug, please contact Kavita Murthy, chair of the Nominating Committee, at kavitaenfj@gmail.com, to find out about openings on next year’s PTA Board.  

Next Monday’s PTA Board meeting is open to all interested persons.  If you’re wondering about service on the PTA Board, please come and check it out.  Your participation is welcome and encouraged. 

Teacher Treats—1st Grade
Tuesday, April 6th is the next Teacher Treats Luncheon for Bryker Woods faculty and staff hosted by First Grade Families.  Contact Pam Vander Werf (pamvw2005@yahoo.com; 940-0933)
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Did you know?  On April Fool's Day, Austin entered its 2010 ozone season (April 1-Oct. 31). And our ground-level ozone level is no joke. We are currently in danger of exceeding the new federal standard for ozone pollution, a respiratory irritant that can harm the lining of our lungs, making it difficult to breathe and causing damage to our respiratory systems.. The EPA will finalize the designations in the next year. This gives us another ozone season to reduce our high ozone levels and come into compliance with a new health-based standard.

For seniors, asthmatics and others with weaker respiratory systems, studies show that high ozone levels lead to decreased lung capacity, coughing, shortness of breath and headaches. Even the healthiest people are affected by ozone -- athletes and children respire at a faster rate, taking in additional pollution.

What you can do: Do your part to reduce ozone pollution:

* Drive less. Automobile pollution is the area's leading cause of ozone. Try carpooling or take the bus. 

* Drive Smart. Maintain your vehicle and properly inflate your tires. One vehicle in bad repair can produce 28 times as much pollution as one vehicle in good repair.

* Don't leave your vehicle idling if you will be stopped more than 2 or 3 minutes. Idling wastes fuel and creates unnecessary pollution.

Call (512) 482-5341, or visit www.cityofaustin.org/airquality to learn more about how ozone can affect your health, and what you can do to prevent it.

(reprinted from the Austin Climate Protection Program newsletter, April 2010)
 

Mark Your Calendar--Spanish Program
All Spanish classes will be presenting a short program at morning assembly - family and friends are invited to attend! Presentation will begin at 7:45am sharp.

 

Thu Apr 15: Presentation by Kinder-2nd graders

Mon Apr 19: Presentation by 3rd-6th graders

 

It is rare to have a spanish exposure program offered at the elementary school level - the PTA is proud to have funded this at Bryker Woods. Here is a chance to see a sampling of what your children have been learning in these classes. See you then!



Did you say ‘Silent Auction Items’?  
Sounds like a Party!
Last year’s Silent Auction included tickets to a wine tasting at Mark & Christie Wilson’s home in Rosedale.  Ten couples signed up, and the Wilsons served many bottles of fine wines to a lively group of Bryker Woods families.  

“What a great way to get to know your Bryker Woods community,” thought the Silent Auction Committee, “while raising funds for the programs that benefit our children!”  
So there are four events in the works for April and May hosted by Bryker Woods families:

     Cocktails on the Courtyard – Amy Wright & Bill Powers

     That ‘70s Party – Hosted by John & Jenny Heal

     Fine Wines – Mark & Christie Wilson

     Progressive Dinner – 3 families so far, and looking for 2      

                      more families to host

Tickets will be available at Spring Fling, but you may call the host to secure your spot now, $50 per couple.  Guaranteed to sell out!  Bryker Woods’ teachers are highly encouraged to attend—tickets at $20 per couple.  Also, consider sponsoring a small Bryker Woods gathering yourself--contact the Silent Auction Committee with ideas.
And don’t forget:  Volunteering is good for your soul!  Trish McAllister, Spring Fling’s volunteer coordinator, would love to hear from you.  Email trishmcallister2000@yahoo.com.  Other questions?  Contact:
Event Chair, Betsy Christian

Silent Auction, Stephanie Humphreys & Lesli Mosser

Food, Rob Kohler & Mona Taylor

Publicity, Robin Lance

Volunteers, Trish McAllister

Activities, Cassy Shaukat

Decorations, Claire Tudor
Tickets, Shelly Hemingson
Logistics, Is it You??





















