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Book Fair

There’s a fun, time-limited volunteer opportunity happening RIGHT NOW in the library.  Bryker Woods’ book fair is the main fundraiser for our library, typically raising about $5,000 that is used for is the purchase of new books, repair of old, and general updates for the library facility.  But it can’t happen without your help! 

Volunteers needed to help with:

· Decorating: during the day on Monday and Tuesday, November 23 and 24. In addition to help with decorating we continue to put out a call for (larger) toy airplanes, trains, automobiles, hot air balloons, bikes—anything that can be used for travel!!

· Setup: during the day on Tuesday, November 23, and the morning of November 30. Note that this is moderate physical labor. It's an outstanding opportunity for strong backs looking for a workout!

· Book Fair sales: 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday through Friday, December 1 through 4 AND 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. on Saturday, December 5.

· Book Pack up and Decoration Cleanup: 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on Monday, December 7th.

A commitment of one to two hours is deeply appreciated. More is fabulous.  Send volunteer offer with Name, Dates, Times, Cell and Home Numbers to Kate Bennett at katelkt@yahoo.com. Any questions please give Kate a call at 796-8494 (c) or 472-8761 (h).  You can drop by even if you don't get on the official schedule.

Remember, books make excellent gifts during the holidays for your children, for your teachers (each teacher will have a “wish list”), for family members, and for yourself. Plus, there will be a fantastic opportunity for Saturday shoppers to win a gift certificate that will send your heart soaring!!!

Thank you so much,
Kate Bennett

Chess Club starts starts Wednesday, December 2
Chess Club will meet every Wednesday, with the exception of holidays, from 2:45pm–3:45pm, December 2, 2009 through April 21, 2010.

The Bryker Woods Chess club is open to all First through Sixth grade students. No experience is necessary; in fact it is a great place to learn how to play!

This will mark the fifth year of this very popular after-school program here at Bryker Woods. 

Membership forms are available in front of the office.



Greening your diet
Did you know? One of our biggest contributors to greenhouse gas emissions – up there with our home energy use and transportation -- is the food we eat. It has been estimated that our food system is responsible for 16% of all energy use in the U.S.; that the global food system is responsible for 1/3 of all greenhouse gas emissions; and that industrialized livestock produces more greenhouse gas emissions than global transportation. Substituting poultry (Hello, Heritage Turkey!) or eggs for red meat, or opting for more plant-based foods instead of animal-based foods, can potentially reduce your “carbon footprint” more than trading in your average sedan for a Toyota Prius hybrid!
What you can do? Consider buying foods that are local, low on the food chain, and organic (if available). Experiment with more non-meat recipes to see what flies in your family. Pasta dishes are an easy place to start. 
When you do shop for meat, consider locally raised meat (available nearby at farmers’ markets, Wheatsville Food Co-op, even People’s Pharmacy!) and “sustainable” seafood. Resources such as the “Seafood Watch” list will tell you which seafood you can eat in good conscience! And yes… there’s an app for that! To print out a card listing sustainable seafood for your wallet, visit: http://www.montereybayaquarium.org/cr/cr_seafoodwatch/download.aspx
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Science Exploration Day “Sparks” student interest
It may have been a rainy day last Friday, but the electricity was all inside Bryker Woods Elementary during Science Exploration Day!

The assembly was a fun and entertaining start to the day, as children gasped, cheered, and applauded during electricity demonstrations by Professor Sparky and his assistant. These guys reached the status of rock stars, with many requests for autographs! Professor Sparky has sent me an autographed sheet, which will go home in the Monday folders either this week or next (depending on the logistics of getting them copied!—anyone with cost-effective ideas for how to print 400 color copies, please be in touch! :)

During the remainder of the morning, the children attended presentations. The children explored a variety of topics, from what it takes to fight fires, to how to make observations for crime scene investigation, to butterflies and insects, to how light waves make color, to what it takes to create an invention.  

After the presentations, students returned to their regular schedules while the presenters and helpers were invited to enjoy a tasty lunch in the library. The bounty was sufficient that we could invite teachers and staff to enjoy some soup and casserole with their lunches. A big thank you to all the parents who brought food for our volunteer scientists, and to The Kolache Factory and Teo for the donated breakfast items and coffee. And a very special thank you to all of our volunteer presenters

Please watch for a message in the near future with details about everyone who helped make Science Exploration Day happen this year!

–Vicki Almstrum (with co-organizers Helene Engler and Brandy Mueller)

Save your Hand-me-downs 

If you haven't already cleaned out your closets, please save those clothes for our clothing drive in late January!

On Sunday, Feb. 28, the Go Green Committee will host the second annual Swap-O-Rama clothing swap and re-styling event.  This is a unique swap where kids can find "new-to-them" clothes AND can work with designers/seamstresses to restyle old clothes into something new. We'll need LOTS of used children's clothing, size 4-14. The leftover clothing will be donated to our sister school, Zavala Elementary, and the Assistance League of Austin, who outfits AISD students.

To volunteer for this event, call Amy at 512-419-7406.


Science Fair is in the Air 

Pondering science and how some things happen?
Well, don't let us find your mind a nappin'.

Get on the stick,
An Experiment, Collection, or Exhibit you must pick.

In only two months time,
To the Problem, Hypothesis, and Conclusion you will climb.

Display boards will be for sale,
Don't let your ideas get stale.

More info arrives Monday morning,
Just after the school day's adjourning.

Please join in the fun
Be creative 'til you're done.

Bryker Woods Science Fair - Thursday, February 4, 2010

Questions, please contact Ginger Boreing 841‑2308, Erika Brown 423‑2323, or Dub Taylor 459‑3097

Update on Spanish Task Force 
Keep a lookout for the upcoming report from our illustrious Spanish Task Force.  Last year, as a result of our annual parent survey, the PTA approved a recommendation to evaluate our Spanish program and make recommendations for the future.  Natalie Freeburg is chairing the task force this fall with the assistance of Steve Wiese.  A number of Bryker Woods parents are serving on the task force, helping to study and evaluate the program, and make recommendations.  A task force report is anticipated in the next few weeks.   





















