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PTA Board Meeting Tonight!

7:00-8:30pm, 4414 Rosedale Avenue

The PTA Board meets this evening, Monday, November 30th, at 7pm, and all PTA members are encouraged to attend and participate.  Tonight’s agenda includes the presentation of the Spanish Task Force’s Report and Recommendations.  There will be additional opportunities to review the report and to weigh in on future of Bryker Woods’ Spanish program, so don’t worry if you are interested but unable to attend.  However, please come to tonight’s meeting to get an early read on the task force’s work.

Because the library is occupied at the moment (see “Book Fair” below), the meeting will be held at 4414 Rosedale Avenue (the home of BW PTA President Amy Wright).  The meeting is scheduled for 7:00pm – 8:30pm.  Hearty snacks will be provided.  
Book Fair Starts Dec. 1 (That’s Tomorrow Morning!)
7:00am – 4:00pm, Tuesday thru Friday, Dec. 1-4, and 

10:00am – 2:00pm, Saturday, December 5

That’s right, it’s time to turn your calendar to the month of December!  If that means you’re thinking about gift-giving a little more seriously, make your way to the Bryker Woods Library this week.  The book fair will be underway from 7:00am until 4:00pm daily, Tuesday through Friday of this week (Dec. 1-4), and from 10am until 2pm on Saturday, December 5.  
Books are great gifts not only for your children, but also for teachers, family members, and yourself.  (Each teacher will have a “wish list” for their classroom.)  Saturday shoppers will have a fantastic opportunity to win a gift certificate.
If you are interested in helping with book fair sales, please contact Kate Bennett, at katelkt@yahoo.com or 796-8494 (c) or 472-8761 (h).  You can drop by even if you don't get on the official schedule.  Volunteers are also needed for packing up the books and decorations on Monday, Dec. 7, from 7am until 4pm.

The book fair is the main fundraiser for our library, typically raising about $5,000 that is used for is the purchase of new books, repair of old, and general updates for the library facility.  

 

Chess Club Starts this

Wednesday, Dec. 2
Chess Club will meet this Wednesday, and every Wednesday following, with the exception of the holidays, from 2:45pm–3:45pm, December 2, 2009 through April 21, 2010.

The Bryker Woods Chess club is open to all 1st through 6th grade students. No experience is necessary; in fact it is a great place to learn how to play!

This will mark the fifth year of this very popular after-school program here at Bryker Woods. 

Membership forms are available in front of the office.
The Tech Team Needs You

The PTA Technology Team is looking for a few parent volunteers!

If you have a couple of hours a month to spare and are interested in assisting the PTA technology team keeping the school's computers running smoothly, please contact Kent Odland (kent.odland@gmail.com) or Donald Wysocki (donaldwysocki@gmail.com).

Parent technology helpers will be asked to help out once or twice a month with simple hardware/software related upkeep tasks on school and teacher computers.  A little technology know-how would be great, but the tasks will be simple, like installing updated software once or twice a month as needed.  Ideally, we'll get 1 parent volunteer per grade...so we only need a handful of folks.  Come join the Tech Team at Bryker Woods and help our students get off to a great start, technologically!
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Green Tip: Green Your Local Economy

Did you know? For every $100 in customer spending at a national chain, the total local economic impact is only $13.  The same amount spent with a local merchant yields $45, more than three times the local economic impact.  Local retailers spend more of their revenue to pay Austinites to run their businesses, and spend/invest more of their profits in Austin’s economy.

What you can do this holiday season: 

1. Start an online “alternative gift registry” for yourself and your children, to offer family members who want gift ideas.  For instance, you could suggest a donation to your favorite charity in your name, a cooking class, a sweater you saw at a local store.  Create free registries at alternativegiftregistry.org
2. Consider buying (or making!) gifts that have have less packaging* AND help our local economy.  Some ideas: 

· Shop at locally-owned stores, especially ones that support our school and advertise in our directory.  Search the directory at ibuyaustin.com to find out who’s local. 

· Purchases from our Scholastic Book Fair (Dec. 1-5) not only fund HALF the budget for our school library, they also support an environmentally responsible publisher.**

· Shop for original gifts made by local artists and craftspeople at fairs:

–Blue Genie Arts Bazaar (Dec. 3-24)

–Wheatsville Arts Festival (Dec. 5-6)

–new! Etsy Austin’s Craft Riot (Dec. 5-6) 

–Cherrywood Arts Festival (Dec. 12-13)

· Shop Local—ONLINE
–If you are used to downloading music from iTunes or giving iTunes gift cards for music, you can now support our local Waterloo Records by shopping their digital music store at www.waterloorecords.com 

–Etsy.com is an online marketplace for independent artists/craftspeople.  Just type TeamEtsyAustin in the search field to “localize” your search for everything from jewelry to candy to housewares to “geekery.”

* Americans throw away 25% more trash during the Thanksgiving to New Year's holiday period than any other time of year. 

**"Scholastic's green publishing policy is truly industry-leading and will do much to continue advancing positive transformations in the book sector,"  --Tyson Miller, Director, Green Press Initiative.
"Prospective Parents Open House" at O. Henry
It's a great time to learn about O.. Henry Middle School and get your questions answered:

Prospective Parents Open House 
Tuesday, Dec. 1, 6:30 p.m., in the O.Henry cafeteria.
Mark Your Calendar:
4th Grade Winter Program

Thursday, Dec. 10, 6:30pm

The 4th Grade will perform a Winter Music Program next Thursday evening, December 10.  The program will follow a General Meeting of the PTA beginning at 6:30pm.

Book Tip:  NurtureShock
One of the books that made a big splash at this year’s Texas Book Festival was NurtureShock:  New Thinking About Children by Po Bronson and Ashley Merryman.  

From the book’s jacket:  “Bronson & Merryman have written what is destined to become one of the most provocative and influential books about children of our time....  Nurtureshock provides a revolutionary new perspective on childhood that upends a library’s worth of conventional wisdom.  Nothing like a parenting manual, NurtureShock gets to the core of how we grow, learn, and live.”





















