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February 22, 2010

Swap-o-Rama RAMA!  

THIS Sunday, 1-4 p.m. in the Gym

What:  It’s a used book sale (50-cent paperbacks/ $1 hardbacks) and unique clothing swap because RIGHT THERE at the swap, with the help of our volunteer seamstresses, clothing can be altered to fit, altered into something completely different, and/or embellished with a silk screen, buttons, pockets, zippers, lace etc. 
Why:   This is one more way to RE-USE and demonstrate to our kids that not everything has to come from a store when you have a community willing to  barter and share.

So: Come on down (with or without clothing to swap) to have a fun, creative afternoon with your kids!

Email amychamberlain@speedpost.net with questions or to volunteer to help.

--Go Green Committee
REMINDER:  This is the last week to donate your used books (adults & kids), children's clothing (sizes 4T-14), shoes, and beat-up athletic shoes for the Swap-o-rama RAMA!
[image: image1.wmf]Spring Fling Super Special Spots:  
Decorations Committee!

Are you America's Next Design Star?  Then Bryker Woods Spring Fling is the opportunity for you!  Our Afternoon in Paris volunteer team is looking for creative types to transform Bryker Woods' hallways from a quaint Austin elementary school into a Parisian sidewalk complete with une boulangerie, un cafe, and boutique.  Just imagine transforming the gym into le cinéma, the playground into de jardin and the library into un musée d'art!

Come have fun with us as we take our kids on a cultural trip to Europe and back with Afternoon in Paris.  We want your ideas on everything from toile tablecloths to escargot appetizers!  Contact clairetudor@gmail.com or call her at 970-4576 if you are excited to put on your beret and begin the transformation of Bryker Woods.   Merci!"



[image: image2.jpg]AxBW

Arts by Brylur Woods




Mark your calendar for the 4th annual Arts by Bryker Woods event on Thursday, March 25th, (not the 4th, sorry for the error) from 6-8 p.m.!  This is an exciting and fun event for all ages to showcase the amazing talents of Austin's next generation of artists, poets, and musicians.  
We need a few more sponsors.  This is one of the most attended events at Bryker Woods and your sponsorship includes free dinner tickets as well as your business name printed on every program that will be in the hands of every parent there.  Where else can you get that type of direct marketing?  If you are interested, please contact Kellie Goldstein at kgoldstein@metelevision.com for details.
We are also in need of a Take-Down Coordinator and multiple volunteers. AxBW will need lots of smiling faces for these jobs.  We will make sure that you will be available to see your children’s performance.  This is also a great opportunity for the new parents to get involved and meet the wonderful Bryker Woods community, the heart and soul that make Bryker Woods the best school in our town!!  If you are interested, or even curious, please contact Melissa McNelly at melissamcnelly@yahoo.com and let her know if you have a specific area of interest.
Sincerely,
Kellie Goldstein
Melissa McNelly
AxBW Co-Chairs
February 2010          
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Our new Spanish teacher, Señorita Gose! 

Hola!

My name is Kate Gose (pronounced "ghost" but without the -t), and I am the new K-2 Spanish teacher here at Bryker Woods. I am a native Texan originally from San Antonio, and graduated from Texas A&M University with a degree in bilingual education in 2006. I taught in a dual-language classroom for two years in College Station before moving to Austin. Currently I am in graduate school at St. Edward's University, working towards a Masters in Marriage and Family Therapy. Although not a native speaker, I grew up hearing Spanish in my house, which had everything to do with my pursuit of Spanish later on. Both my parents are fluent for work purposes; and their fluency trickled into our everyday interactions. I was always "mija" ("my daughter"), and common phrases such as "te quiero" and "vamanos" were typical in my daily life. I studied Spanish from kindergarten up through high school, and then in college for my bilingual degree. I also spent a summer living in Cuernavaca, Mexico with a host family during college.

I am thrilled to be joining the Bryker Woods team - it is the position I have been searching for, for quite some time. The school seems to have a lot of history and a great faculty - I look forward to getting to know everyone better. I truly enjoy the little ones and want Spanish to be an engaging experience. My ultimate goal for this Spanish program would be to simply foster an interest in the language that will hopefully grow with each child. Our classes will center around vocabulary building, listening, and speaking the language...all with a dose of fun!  I look forward to a great spring semester with all the K-2 kiddos!  

Please feel free to contact me with any questions/concerns at kategose.bwspanish@yahoo.com

Hasta luego,
Señorita Gose

It’s easy being green

Just wanted to remind the school community of our recycling options.  We can recycled Capri sun juice bags, Kashi product containers, Nabisco cookie bags, Mars candy bar wrappers, batteries (non-rechargeable), and gift cards.  The containers for these items are in the hallway next to the first entrance to the cafeteria.  Juice bags in one container, batteries in the box, gift cards in the envelope, and everything else in the other container.

Not only have our recycling efforts kept many an item out of the local landfills (and out of our drinking water), but we have also earned a few dollars from TerraCycle.

Thank you for being GREEN.  Although Kermit may disagree with me, it is actually EASY BEING  GREEN!

Liz Jambor, Go Green Committee Chair


Green Tip: It all adds up!
Did you know? All the information about the damage our landfills cause our environment can be overwhelming and, frankly, depressing!  Many of us feel that changing our own behavior hardly makes a dent, so why bother.  I'll tell you why...
Last spring, when volunteers Liz Garbutt, Erika Brown and their kids stuck signs on our paper towel containers to just "Take 2," our students and staff reduced our paper towel consumption by 40% or 900 pounds over the course of the school year!  We saved $500 in taxpayer dollars!
When you brought your Halloween pumpkin for composting, helped save food waste and coffee grounds for composting at school, or took the Compost Family Challenge at home, you contributed to the 6,800 pounds of waste we diverted from the landfill over the course of the school year.
When you recycle office paper in our Abitibi dumpster, you contribute to the 30 tons of paper we recycle each year, earning our school hundreds of dollars.
Perhaps you send a litter-free lunch to school, borrow our PTA "Party Packs" for classroom parties, or drop off your ink cartridges, cell phones, Capri Sun juice bags, Kashi wrappers and gift cards for recycling.  Maybe you brought in a piece Styrofoam in January to divert our three vanloads of Styrofoam from the landfill. Or you might have dropped off some worn-out athletic shoes for recycling (Sunday is the last day!)
Whatever you do, it does add up!
What you can do:  Keep up the good work!






















