"Making your Classroom Party a Zero-Waste Event"

STEP 1. PRE-CYCLE: Avoid unnecessary consumption.

A. Drinks: if you can, avoid packaged drinks. The easiest AND most affordable way to provide drinks is to serve drinks from a water cooler with a spout using our Party Pack re-usable cups or ANY paper cup (as long as it's not designed for hot liquid). This way, you can re-use or compost EVERYTHING and don't have to haul recyclables to our recycling cans or dumpster.

If pre-packaged drinks are provided, AVOID juice boxes!  Choose Capri Sun Juice pouches, which can be re-cycled through the PTA recycling cabinet in the lobby, or plastic/cans that can be recycled through the single-stream recycling cans on the playground or at the dumpster on 33rd St.


B. Food: Plan for food that doesn’t require cutlery or other disposables, such as finger food, pizza and cupcakes.
Dishes: Instead of buying disposables, reserve one or both of our “party packs,” a classroom-sized set of re-usable plates, bowls and cups. It includes a green can you can use for compostable waste.*


STEP 2: PLAN YOUR PARTY’S WASTE STATION:

A. COMPOST all paper & food waste!  Here's how: 
1. Use paper sacks or a paper lawn bag labeled "COMPOST" to collect the waste (one lawn bag can hold 6-8 pizza boxes). OR you can use the green compost that comes with a Party Pack.
2. *What to collect for compost:
a. Food (everything, even meat and bones!)
b. Paper (even greasy pizza boxes!)
*Our compost service does NOT accept
1. plastic
2. metal
3. glass
4. Styrofoam
5. non-compostable hot cups & utensils. 

B. RECYCLE all metal, plastic and glass
You will need some type of LABELED container to collect recyclables. 

STEP 3: PACK IT OUT!
A. Assign someone who can be AT THE PARTY to be “Waste Manager.” This person will:
1. instruct the class on where to put their various kinds of waste, and
2. Dispose of the waste after the party.

B. WHERE TO TAKE THE WASTE 

1. RECYCABLES should be placed in one of our NEW green single-stream recycling cans on the playground or by the front entrance OR to the dumpster by the teacher's parking lot on 33rd St.

2. COMPOSTABLES should be taken to the green compost dumpster on 34th St.

3. TRASH for the landfill (if any!) should be taken to the dumpster next to the compost dumpster.

*if it's after school hours, get a key for the compost dumpster from a custodian or leave the waste beside dumpster and notify the front office.
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