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PRINCIPAL

Bryker Woods Elementary School

“The Best School in Our Town”

Welcome to Bryker Woods Elementary School.  Your knowledge and understanding of this material will improve your child's educational experience.

ABOUT BRYKER WOODS
Bryker Woods Elementary School will be 70 years old on September 18, 2009.  It was built in 1939 and has served our community continually since that time.  It has been a regular elementary school, a science magnet school, a school for kindergarten through 3rd grade (paired with Campbell Elementary School for 4th through 6th grades), and now one of the few remaining schools for students in kindergarten through 6th grade.  Students attending our school live in all parts of the city—approximately 39% of our students attend Bryker Woods on a transfer basis, making it a real “school of choice”!

SCHOOL COLORS: Green and White                     SCHOOL MASCOT:  Panther

Bryker Woods website:  www.austinisd.org/brykerwoods/

“Bryker Woods Forever”

(School Song)

Bryker Woods forever--

The best school in our town!

We’ll stand beside you,

And we’ll never--never ever--let you down!

And through the years that follow,

We’ll keep our banner high.

We’ll be faithful, Bryker Woods,

As years go by.

SCHOOL MISSION

The mission of Bryker Woods Elementary School is to educate all students through an enriched, differentiated curriculum in a cooperative manner, so that they become successful, responsible citizens.
BELIEF STATEMENTS

We believe that 

· all children should have the best educational opportunities;

· all children should be allowed to develop to their potential emotionally, socially, academically, and physically;

· all children and teachers are entitled to a physically and emotionally safe environment;

· all children have the right to develop a role for themselves within the school community and, ultimately, in the civic community;

· the best educational environment includes active participation by students, teachers, families and other community members;

· all children possess special gifts, talents, skills and potential, which must be discovered and nurtured;

· innovative teaching methods supplement traditional classroom teaching techniques to reach students with many learning styles;

· teachers should be given the opportunity to grow professionally and should be given the resources with which to implement newly acquired knowledge;

· as a school we should encourage and demonstrate positive values. 

PEACE PLAN

Bryker Woods has a history of high expectations—both academic and behavioral.  Our students are taught to choose peace over conflict and they generally do so extremely well.  For this reason, our teachers are more often than not able to work with our students—and their parents when necessary—to resolve any concerns before they become bigger problems.  Teachers work closely with their own students to establish and implement individual classroom rules, procedures, consequences and celebrations of successes.  The following expectations and procedures help us to maintain a safe and nurturing educational environment for all our students.

Peace Pledge

I will choose peace over conflict.

I will choose to talk it out rather than to fight it out.

I will allow the teacher to teach and the learner to learn.

SCHOOLWIDE RULES:

1. Listen carefully.

2. Follow directions (on the first request.)

3. Work quietly (when appropriate.)  Do not disturb others who are working.

4. Respect school and personal property.

5. Work and play safely.

SCHOOLWIDE CONSEQUENCES:

1) “Do over” (warning)-student is reminded of the rule(s) broken and asked to try again.

2) Notification of classroom teacher- -student’s misconduct is reported to his/her homeroom teacher if it is a persistent problem or if compliance is not obtained.

3) Conflicts or other disagreements among students may necessitate the involvement and intervention of the school counselor.  A teacher, student, parent or administrator may request this type of assistance.

4) Office Discipline Referral-upon continued failure to comply with school or classroom rules or upon the occurrence of more serious infractions.

*1st Referral:  Discussion of offense with Principal or Counselor;

  
          One hour of time-out in the office or placement in another teacher’s classroom.

                       Oral agreement regarding ways to avoid further problems;

          Phone call to parent/guardian:

                       Parent’s copy of discipline referral is given to student to take home.


*2nd Referral: Same as above for 1st referral:

         
           ½ day of time out in the office or placement in another teacher’s classroom.

*3rd Referral: Same as above for 1st referral:


           Full day of time out in the office or placement in another teacher’s classroom;

*4th Referral: Same as above for 1st referral:

Full day suspension—ACES (Alternative Center for Elementary Students) or home—parent’s choice;

*5th Referral:  Same as above for 1st referral:

Two to three-day suspension—ACES (Alternative Center for Elementary Students/or home—parent’s choice.

Parent-teacher-student-administrator conference before returning to regular classes.

NOTE:  If an offense is of a more serious nature, the above responses may be adjusted.  If appropriate and/or necessary, removal from the class, for example, could occur upon receipt of the 1st or 2nd discipline referral.  Also, if forty-five (45) or more school days have passed between office referrals, the administrator may opt to respond as though it is the 1st referral depending on the severity of the offense.        

SPECIAL AREA PEACE PLAN


The entire special area team is unified and committed to actively help you child develop physically and creatively.  We have established a learning climate that is positive and motivates students to learn through tools of cooperation.  Children are held responsible for their own actions.  The shared action plan is consistent in each special area including art, music, and physical education.

INDIVIDUAL DAILY ACTION PLAN

1. Warning – Verbal reminder of inappropriate behavior.

2. Planning Time – 2nd warning – Student is removed from the activity area for a short period of time to reflect on his/her behavior and devise a verbal plan.  With composure, the student will communicate this plan to his/her special area teacher and return to the activity.

3. Control Time – 3rd and final interference.  The student is finished participating with the group for that period and will receive written work.  A Code of Conduct is sent home.

9 WEEKS CONDUCT GRADE

The student’s conduct grade is reflective of the individual action plan criteria.  Any combination of the below steps are recorded and tallied at the end of each 9 weeks to determine the student’s grade.

4   Excellent -

1 Warning or less






0 Planning Times (PT)






0 Control Time (CT)

3 Consistent - 

2 – 3 Warnings






1 PT






0 CT

2   Needs Improvement - 
4 or more Warnings






1 PT and 2 Warnings






2 PT and 2 Warnings






2 PT






1 CT

To enable students to earn back their grade, probationary periods and criteria might be set privately with the student and teacher.

Special Area Peacefest Celebration

Each class is held accountable as a team.  Teamwork is a group of people working together toward a common goal.  Our students are working to earn a “Peacefest”—offered on the last day of each 9 weeks.

Here is how it works:  A large peace buck is visibly displayed in each special area class.  The buck is divided into 3 pieces.  The class keeps the “buck” intact by working together to follow directions and behave appropriately.  The goal is to have 1–3 pieces of the buck left and the end of class.  Upon doing so, the class is awarded 1 small peace buck to be taken and kept in their homeroom.

Eighty percent (80%) of the total bucks that are possible to earn in a nine weeks period must be earned from all the special areas combined in order to participate in the nine weeks Peacefest.  Any class not earning 80% of the bucks will receive separate services that day.
ARRIVAL & DISMISSAL 

TIMES & PROCEDURES
The building is accessible to students beginning at 7:15 a.m. daily.  Students should proceed to the cafeteria.  They may eat breakfast or visit with friends until dismissal. Assemblies will be held each Monday or on Tuesday, if Monday is not a school day and Thursday.    Students are not to go to any other areas of the building or school grounds between 7:15 and 7:45 a.m. unless they are with a teacher or parent.  Appropriate supervision for “early arrivers” cannot be guaranteed before 7:15 a.m. or anywhere other than in the cafeteria after 7:15 a.m.  For safety reasons, only the front doors will remain unlocked after 8:00 a.m.

All students are dismissed at 2:45 p.m. daily.  Bus riders board the buses on the south side of the campus on 33rd Street.  Students taken home in cars may meet their rides in front of the building or on the north side of the campus on 34th Street. Students who have not been picked up by 3 p.m. must go to the office to wait for their rides.  All students should be picked up no later than 3:00 p.m. daily.

GETTING TO & FROM SCHOOL

Elementary school children need the security of knowing exactly what to do when the school day is over.  A message can be relayed to a child through the school office if an emergency necessitates a change in plans.  A predetermined plan should be made for walkers on rainy days.  Students who miss their bus or carpool or are not picked up by 3:00 p.m. are instructed to go to the school office for assistance and to stay in the office until their ride arrives.  All children should be picked up no later than 3:00 p.m.  Please do not ask your child to remain at school later than this.  

The safety of students is a major concern of parents and school staff. The school’s rules for walkers, bicycle riders, and drivers are of primary importance in maintaining an accident-free environment for all of our students.

Safety Rules for Walkers and Bike Riders

· Cross streets with safety patrol or crossing guard in marked crosswalks

· Walk on sidewalks

· Bicycles must be walked on campus

· Bicycles must be parked and locked each day in the bicycle racks in front of the school

BUS TRANSPORTATION

Students living more than two miles from school but within the school boundaries are eligible for bus service.  The school office has copies of the bus routes and designated stops. Parents can also check for routes online at www.austinisd.org/schools/bus/.  Guests of children riding the bus must give the driver written permission from a parent or guardian, signed by the principal, before entering the bus.  In hazardous weather, listen to local radio and television stations for school closings and bus information.

If a student violates one or more rules for riding the bus, the bus driver will report the violation to the principal.  The student will have a conference with school staff, and the student’s parents will be notified. For subsequent offenses, the student may be suspended from the bus, the student’s parents will be notified, and the school staff will issue a written warning of consequences for future violations.

Safety Rules for Bus Riders
· Follow all regular school rules while on the bus

· Stay in your seat

· Keep head, hands, and feet inside bus

· Do not throw objects inside the bus or out the window

· Do not eat or drink on the bus

•
Bus driver is authorized to assign seats
TRAFFIC


 Use the semi-circular drive in the front of the building on Kerbey Lane for car drop-off and pick-up.  Please do not park or leave your car unattended in this driveway.  Cars parked in fire lanes or no parking areas are subject to ticketing or towing.  Keep the lane to the left open for exiting.  Enter the driveway with a right turn as you proceed north on Kerbey Lane.  Left turns into the driveway as you are going south on Kerbey Lane tend to cause traffic jams and other hazards.  Treat Kerbey Lane as a northbound one-way street during the heavy traffic times of 7:15 to 8 a.m. and 2:30 to 3 p.m.  Our congested, narrow streets require the understanding and cooperation of all drivers if we are to keep our students safe. 

PARKING

You may park along 34th Street or use the south parking lot when space is available.  Please do not park in the Faculty and Staff parking lot. We want to maintain a good relationship with our neighbors, too.  Please do not block any driveways or park in business parking lots. Be aware that vehicles may be towed at owner’s expense if they are left in “No Parking” areas.

WIRELESS COMMUNICATION DEVICES—SCHOOL ZONES
The Texas Transportation Code 545.425 (eff. 9/1/2009) states that it is an offense to use a WCD while operating a motor vehicle within an active school-crossing zone, unless the vehicle is stopped or driver is using a hands-free device.  

Thank you for your assistance with these traffic issues.

ATTENDANCE

There is a direct correlation between good attendance and success in school—and later in life, too!  Please do all that you can to ensure that your child is at school whenever possible.  Illness, family emergencies, and other unavoidable reasons for absences are understandable.  Vacations, extended trips, and other recreational activities, which can be scheduled during holidays or during the summer, should be avoided during instructional time.  When a student is going to be absent, AISD policy requires that the parent call the school office to notify the Bryker Woods Attendance Clerk.  Please call 414-2054 before 10 a.m. 

Students are expected to attend school regularly and to arrive punctually.  Official attendance is taken at 10 a.m. daily.  To be considered “present” for the day, a student must be physically present on campus at this time.  If a student is not present at 10 a.m., the student is not counted absent if he/she arrives at or returns to school later and has a note from a medical professional indicating that the absence was due to a doctor’s appointment.  Certain religious practices and holidays also may allow a student to miss school without being considered absent.  A note from the parent is required when a student is eligible for participation in such holidays. These attendance requirements are in compliance with district and state regulations.   If a student must be absent for more than two (2) consecutive days, the parent or student may ask the teacher(s) for make-up work which can be sent home.  
NOTE:  AISD now requires a note from the parent explaining reason for absence. Please send a note with your child when he/she returns to school. 

TARDIES (LATE ARRIVALS)
The late student misses introductory activities and is not a part of opening instruction.  Therefore, please, see that students arrive on time each day. When a student arrives after 7:45 a.m., a tardy will be recorded. 

If a student is tardy to class more than three (3) times during any nine weeks grading period, he/she will not be eligible for our “Perfect Attendance” award given at the end of each grading period in grades 4–6.  He/she will, however, be considered “present” for the official school attendance records as long as he/she is in class at 10:00 a.m.

You will receive a letter from the AISD District office if your child is tardy or absent more than three days in a four-week period and the tardies/absences are unexcused.  You must bring a note stating that your child has been home ill in order for the absence to be excused.

LEAVING SCHOOL DURING THE DAY  

Any student leaving our campus during school hours must be signed out in the main office by the parent or designated adult. Please do not go directly to a child’s classroom.  The office staff will issue a permit to leave school, which must then be presented to the teacher before the child can be released. Students are not allowed to call home to check out after they get to school, except in case of emergency.  Positively no one is to leave our campus at any time during the school day without permission from the office. Students will be released only to parents/guardians or other adults who are on the official emergency card.  We need written permission from the parent or guardian if other individuals are to take students from school. Persons who are picking up students must provide identification in the office upon request.

If a child has permission to eat with another adult off campus or outside the cafeteria, this must be prearranged, and the teacher or office staff must have a note so indicating. 

CAFETERIA

Adults are welcome to eat in our cafeteria after signing in at the office.  Breakfast is served from 7:15 a.m. until 7:35 a.m. each school day for $1.25. Student lunch is available for $2.10 and $3.00 for adults.  Milk purchased without a meal costs 50¢.  Lunch menus are sent home monthly from AISD.  They are available at www.austinisd.org/schools/menus.  Various snack items are also available during lunch times and are priced individually.  Ice cream is served on Fridays only as an extra.  Students without a lunch or money are provided with a peanut butter sandwich and milk if the parent cannot be contacted for other arrangements to be made.

Any money should be sent to school in an envelope with your child’s name, teacher’s name, and amount of money enclosed.  Checks are not accepted.  You may purchase several meals in advance to avoid sending money daily or you may prepay and track your child’s lunch account using credit or debit card through http://www.mylunchmoney.com.  You will need your child’s student ID number to initiate an account. Check your child’s account balance periodically to avoid owing money.  The office has the necessary applications for students to apply for free or reduced-price meals.  

A student may leave the cafeteria for lunch when he/she is signed out by their parent/guardian.  
CAFETERIA EXPECTATIONS

Lunch is a part of the social development of children.  General expectations include:

· Stay seated facing your table.

· Raise your hand for assistance.

· Walk at all times.

· Use an inside voice.

· Eat only the food you purchased or brought from your home.

· Keep your table or area clean.

· Remain calm, quiet and orderly during dismissal.
CAMPUS ADVISORY COUNCIL (CAC)

Our Campus Advisory Council is a committee of teachers and other school employees, parents, and community members that serves in an advisory capacity to the principal.  Typical areas of responsibility are related to curriculum, instruction, budget, and staffing.  Other topics may be discussed when district officials ask for this level of campus input.  The CAC meets a minimum of nine times during the school year.  Meeting dates and times are posted below.  Agendas and meeting minutes are posted in the main hallway just outside the main office doorway.  Notify the principal or co-chairs if you would like an item to be placed on any meeting agenda.  All CAC meetings are open to the public, and everyone is invited to attend.

CAC Meetings at 3:00 p.m.

September 21



October 5


November 2

December 7



January 11


February 1

March 1



April 5



May 3

BRYKER WOODS PARENT POWER

PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATION (PTA)

The Bryker Woods PTA is a very active body and is involved in many aspects of our school life.  Your membership and participation are encouraged and appreciated.   PTA membership can help volunteerism on our campus and this directly benefits our students.

 
The PTA publishes a weekly newsletter, which outlines recent events, upcoming plans, etc.  A monthly meeting is held at the school. 
VOLUNTEERS (PARENTS & OTHERS) 

Parents are needed to assist with class parties, the carnival, Spring Fling, recess and cafeteria supervision, class enrichment activities, study trips, and “After School is Cool” classes.  Parent volunteers are given advance notice of activities so that working parents who want to participate may do so. Many parents who work inside and outside of the home find creative ways to share their time with children at Bryker Woods.  We could never do everything that we currently offer without the assistance of our parents and other volunteers. For the safety of all of our students, volunteers must attend and sign off on Volunteer Training and have a background check.  To have a background check, please see our school counselor.   

We ask that all parents when visiting/volunteering to sign in at the office and put on a Visitor’s Badge.
CLASSROOM VISITATIONS (BY PARENTS & OTHERS)
Parents/Guardians are encouraged to visit our classrooms throughout the year.  Making an appointment with the teacher at least one day in advance enables you to schedule the visit for maximum benefit.  Teachers cannot stop teaching to visit with parents who “pop in.”  Visiting parents need to sign in at the office and pick up a badge before going to the classroom or other teaching areas.  Please limit your visit to 10 minutes or less, and do not bring younger children with you.  Teachers will be happy to discuss what you observed during your visit at a mutually convenient time.  

All visitors must register at the office.  Staff members have been instructed to ask anyone who has not registered in the office to please do so.

PARTIES (CLASS, BIRTHDAY, ETC.)
Homeroom parents help with the parties and happily accept help from any other parents in the class.

Class parties are held three times during the school year:
· Winter Holiday
· Valentine’s Day
· End of Year
Birthday parties for students or teachers are not allowed during instructional time.  Cookies, cupcakes, or other simple refreshments may be sent to school for the class to enjoy.  Please make arrangements in advance for birthday treats with your child’s homeroom teacher.

PLEASE NOTE:  Invitations to parties are not to be distributed at school unless the whole class is invited.

COMMUNICATION BETWEEN SCHOOL & HOME

MONDAY/COMMUNICATION FOLDERS

Teachers send a weekly folder home with each student —usually on Mondays. The Monday folder is a communication instrument between school and home. The folder may contain a class newsletter (including units/topics of study, skills and concepts that have been or will be introduced, class events, activities, etc.), student work, and a calendar of school events, AISD information, PTA information, and notification of community flyers that may be found in the Panther Pockets located in the front hallway. Parents are requested to carefully read the information in this Monday folder, and sign and return the folder with the child the following day. This system is designed to enhance home-school communication by packaging information and sending it home on a predictable day. 

NEWSLETTERS

The PTA sends a weekly newsletter home.  The principal also sends out an information newsletter on a regular basis.  It can also be found through the Bryker Woods website at www.austinisd.org/brykerwoods/ then click on “Nancy Hobbs” under staff directory.  Individual teacher notices, letters, newsletters, and calendars are also sent home throughout the year. 

PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES

 Communication between parents and teachers is essential for each student’s progress.  Parent-teacher conference days are held in the fall and spring of each year on the dates indicated on the AISD calendar.  Your child’s teacher will prearrange conferences on the set day. In the event that a parent is unable to attend a conference with the teacher, the parent may request a telephone conference.  Parents are welcome to request additional teacher conferences if needed.  Teachers have a planning and preparation period each day for this purpose.

CLASSROOM TELEPHONES
Each teacher has a telephone in his/her classroom.  Incoming phone calls during instructional time will go directly to the teacher’s voicemail, so please do not expect teachers to answer their phones when classes are in session.  Teachers will check voice mail messages during their planning time and after school.  For emergency messages, contact the school office at 414-2054.  

E-MAIL

All our teachers have school e-mail. In most cases, the e-mail address is comprised of the initial of the teacher’s first name followed by the last name and @austinisd.org at the end.  Parents are also encouraged to give their e-mail address to the teachers, if desired.  This will help facilitate communication between the teacher and the parents.  Mrs. Hobbs’ e-mail address is nhobbs@austinisd.org.

DOGS AT SCHOOL

The following guidelines were adopted by the CAC in March 2008:

· No dogs are allowed in the school building.

· Do not leave your dog unattended or tethered.

· Keep your dog close to you and do not let the dog out to the end of the leash.

· Please avoid the high traffic areas such as the front porch and bus loading area.

· Be aware of how close your dog is to another dog.

DRESS CODE

Student dress is generally a matter of personal judgment and taste but should not cause a distraction, be a health or safety hazard, or interfere with classroom instruction.  Clothing should be appropriate to daily school activities.  Students should come to school in clothes and shoes that allow them to participate in all school activities comfortably.  Points are deducted from P.E. grades if proper shoes are not worn to P. E. classes.  Hats and caps may be worn to and from school but should be removed inside the building and classrooms.  Please label your child’s name on all coats, caps, hats and other clothing that might be removed while at school.

     The following list includes examples of the types of clothing that are NOT to be worn to school:  

· Clothing that has profane or vulgar language or graphics (including reference to alcohol, tobacco, illegal drugs, etc.)

· Transparent or translucent clothing (e.g., “fishnet” tank tops, etc.)

· “Crop-tops” or other articles of clothing that expose the midriff

· Low cut pants that expose the midriff

· Shirts/blouses with spaghetti (very thin) straps

· Short shorts that are more than seven (7) inches above the top of the knee

· Any other clothing which proves to be disruptive or distracting

· Unnatural hair color or design that is distracting

Restrictions may be relaxed somewhat for younger students in grades K—3.  The appropriateness of some clothing is admittedly subjective.  We acknowledge that some attire might be acceptable for younger children and unacceptable for older ones due to issues related to age and/or development.  We will work with you and your child, but we need your help and compliance to keep our students appropriately attired.

If this dress code is violated, parents may be contacted to request that a change of clothing be brought to school.  If parents/guardians are unavailable, the child will be given appropriate clothes to wear.  Please see: www.austinisd.org/academics/parentsinfo/index.phtml for more information about the AISD dress code.

LOST & FOUND
When items are found at school they will be placed in the “Lost and Found” located on the north side of the stage. After a few weeks, unclaimed items are donated to a local charitable organization.   Please label all belongings, and we will do our best to return lost items to the proper owners.




         

STUDENT RECORDS

EMERGENCY CARE CARD
It is essential that the school office have current home, cell, work, and emergency numbers for each child.  All telephone numbers and addresses should be kept up-to-date so that contact can be made as soon as possible in the event of illness or an emergency.  Please notify the office of any change of addresses or phone numbers.  
LEGAL DOCUMENTATION (CUSTODY OF CHILD, ETC.) 

If there are any court decrees and/or other legal documents which might determine who is and is not eligible to see your child and/or receive information about him/her, etc., please be sure our school office has a copy.  We cannot request assistance from the police or other law-enforcement agencies without such supporting documentation.

PERMANENT RECORDS/CUMULATIVE FOLDERS  

An active record of each student’s progress is kept at school in his/her cumulative folder.  These school records remain in the district after graduation.  Colleges, prospective employers, or even the individual may desire information from the cumulative folder.  Parents who wish to view their child’s permanent records have the right to do so and need to contact the office to arrange this.
STUDENT DIRECTORY  

Each year the PTA prints a directory of student phone numbers and addresses.  The directory contains the name of each student by grade and class and his/her address and telephone number.  Addresses and phone numbers for faculty and staff, PTA officers, and Campus Advisory Council (CAC) members are also included when the individuals involved grant permission.   Each family is provided with a free copy of the directory upon joining the PTA.  These are distributed in the fall to the oldest child who is a student at Bryker Woods.  Additional copies are available for a small fee.  

If you do not wish for your family’s information to be included in this directory, be sure that you have so indicated on your child’s Student Participation and Release Information form, which was completed at time of registration.  This information is in the school office if you need to check.

ACADEMICS

GRADING & REPORTING:  

All teachers will follow the policies and procedures of the Austin Independent School District as they devise grading and reporting procedures for their students.  You may receive more specific information regarding these procedures by conferring directly with your child’s teacher(s).  General information for each grade level follows.
Kindergarten, 1st Grade, & 2nd Grade

At these primary grade levels, a numerical grading system is used on the report cards.  The numbers and corresponding performance are as follows:

Academic Performance

Numerical Grade
   Personal Development

Advanced



4


Consistently


Skilled




3


Frequently


Basic Understanding


2


Occasionally


Needs Improvement


1


Rarely

3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th Grades

In 3rd through 6th grades, the letter grades A, B, C, and F, as set forth on the scale below, will be used to reflect academic achievement in each subject area.  Plus (+) and minus (-) may also be used with the grades of A, B, and C. 

 




GRADE
NUMERICAL RANGE

A--Excellent
(90-100)

  A+        

98 -100







  A


94 - 97







  A-


90 - 93


B--Good   
(80-89)

  
  B+


88 - 89







  B


84 - 87







  B-


80 - 83


C--Fair

(70-79)

  
  C+


78 - 79







  C


74 - 77








  C-


70 - 73


F--Failing
(69 & below)

  F


69 and below 

Specific traits that will be assessed under “Personal Development” are included on the actual report card.  The following scale will be used to indicate a student’s performance in these areas:

• 4 - Consistently
• 3 - Frequently
• 2 - Occasionally
• 1 - Rarely
Report cards will be sent home every nine weeks and parents must sign and return the report card envelope to school.  Any student with a failing average (below 70) or a borderline average (70-73) in a subject will receive a Progress Report approximately halfway through the nine weeks grading period or at any other time when a grade has dropped significantly.  The report cards will be electronically formatted.

You may follow your child’s progress on the AISD website “Parent Connection”.

AWARDS & RECOGNITIONS
We recognize the accomplishments of our students throughout the year.  Recognition for achievement in the following areas will be given at the end of each nine weeks grading period for students in 4th –` 6th grades: 

 

• Top Honor Roll (for outstanding academic achievement and conduct)

• Honor Roll 



• Perfect Attendance & Punctuality



• Miscellaneous Recognitions (as determined by individual teacher)

Criteria for receiving awards for the above accomplishments will be furnished under separate cover to parents and students in these grade levels.

HOMEWORK

Homework is assigned as needed and appropriate at each grade level.  Parents are encouraged to communicate with their child’s teacher promptly regarding any questions or concerns about homework.  For a more specific description and explanation of our philosophy regarding the expectations of homework, please refer to the Bryker Woods Homework Policy, which may be requested through the school office.

STUDY/FIELD TRIPS

Parents will be notified in advance whenever children leave campus on study trips.  Permission forms will require a parent signature whenever private transportation is used. This includes the use of chartered buses.  Permission for trips using AISD buses is given or denied on the Student Participation and Release Information form completed at registration.

Securing Children in Motor Vehicles
Amends Texas Transportation Code 545.412 Adds Tx. Govt. Code 102.104, .122 (eff. 9/1/2009) New law: Children younger than eight must be secured in a safety seat unless child is taller than 4’ 9”. (Offense may be prosecuted only if offense occurs on or before 6/1/2010.  

Tex. 
CHARACTER EDUCATION
Each month the Austin Independent School District focuses on a specified character skill:  Respect, responsibility, courage, self-discipline, caring, fairness, honesty, integrity, trustworthiness, and perseverance.  All of AISD’s character traits are emphasized in each classroom and throughout Bryker Woods to have a positive impact on our students.  The school counselor has a wide variety of publications, books, and district information on each of these traits.  Teachers acknowledge students on a daily basis who demonstrate these character skills.  Students are then recognized at morning assembly.  
TEXTBOOKS & LIBRARY BOOKS
It is the responsibility of the school to issue, collect, care for, and account for all textbooks and library books. Students are responsible for lost or damaged books.  Either the return of all books in good condition or payment for lost or damaged books is expected.  Please be sure that your child’s textbooks are covered at all times.  Covers are provided.

STUDENT HEALTH ISSUES

MEDICATION

Students requiring medication at school will have that medication dispensed in the school office only.  Such medicine must be in the original bottle or container with the student’s name and proper dosage indicated.  A parent or guardian must also complete a “Request for Administration of Medication by School Personnel” form.  This form is available in the school office.   

No medicine for students is to be kept in the classrooms unless ordered by the doctor (e.g., asthma inhalers, etc.).   Always let your child’s teacher know when your child is taking medicine.

ILLNESS

All teachers care about the health of their students.  Notes from parents about special health concerns, extended or severe illness, allergies, or the need for temporary restriction of physical activities will help us do a better job.  Students with communicable diseases (e.g., chicken pox, pink eye, strep throat, etc.) are not allowed to attend school until the disease is no longer a threat to other students. If your child has a fever of 100.4 or more he/she must be picked up and should not return to school until clear of fever for 24 hours without fever reducing medication.  Also, if your child has been vomiting the night before or the morning of class, please keep him/her home until clear for 24 hours.
LICE
We do not wish for students to unnecessarily miss school, so we will do our best to work with all families whenever head lice is a problem.  However, we will enforce the district’s policy regarding lice.  Students with live lice may not attend school until they are free of the live lice.  A student is encouraged to return to school the same day that he/she is sent home for treatment as long as our nurse, school health assistant, secretary, clerk, or principal has checked the student’s head and determined that no live lice are present.  Those students with recurring lice problems may be periodically checked, and parents will be notified if the problem persists. Once live lice have been identified, the student ‘s head must be checked prior to entering class for the next five days. A “no-nits policy” may be enforced for individual students as appropriate.

Your patience and understanding regarding this matter are appreciated.  Because this is a problem that is easily transmitted among students, we must take precautions to prevent an epidemic.

SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Students may be eligible for certain instructional modifications in their education programs under requirements outlined under “Section 504,” dyslexia, gifted and talented, bilingual education, English as a Second Language (ESL) programs, etc.  Again, the homeroom teacher is your first point of contact/reference if such services are needed.  There are specified processes for each of these areas.  Students who qualify for Special Education services, according to TEA regulations, receive a continuum of services to facilitate their social and academic success.  Specific services are dictated by each student’s Individualized Education plans (IEP) and by the ARD (Admission, Review, Dismissal) committee.

IMPACT, LOCAL SUPPORT TEAM (LST), ADMISSION, REVIEW, DISMISSAL (ARD)

The process for screening students with specific needs (e.g., learning difficulties, speech difficulties, physical difficulties, acting out behaviors, etc.) includes a referral to the IMPACT team.  The IMPACT Team will analyze the student’s referral information. The IMPACT Team will also develop a student action plan. The classroom teacher will monitor student progress, review, and modify the student’s action plan as appropriate.  If the IMPACT Team feels that the teacher has tried all interventions to help the student succeed, the Impact Team can recommend further evaluation. The associate superintendent will review all information sent in by the IMPACT Team.  After her review, she may approve academic testing to proceed.  A Local Support Team (LST) meeting will convene.  Parents are informed and invited to the meeting to discuss educational concerns, suspected disability and possible evaluation.  A referral packet is completed and after assessment results are available, the committee reconvenes as an Admission, Review, and Dismissal (ARD) meeting.  At the ARD meeting, the committee will determine appropriate intervention for the student.  This might include interventions in various settings and/or services available through special education if the student is so eligible.  If you have such concerns about your child, be sure to convey these to his/her homeroom teacher.

SCHOOL SUPPLIES
Students are expected to have the necessary supplies for school each day.  These supplies should be clearly labeled unless the teacher has asked that they not be marked individually.  A supply list is available from your child’s teacher or in the school office.  Please check your child’s supplies periodically and replenish when needed.  If assistance is needed with acquiring school supplies, the parent should notify the school counselor at 414-7198.  
PERSONAL ITEMS

MONEY
When it is necessary to send money to school we request that it be placed in an envelope with the child’s name along with a note indicating what it is for.  The student should not bring unneeded money to school.

District policy prohibits the buying or selling of any items on a school campus unless it is related to an approved fundraiser or event sponsored by the school or PTA.  Items and/or money for such “private sales” or exchanges are not to be brought to school.

TELECOMMUNICATION DEVICES (District policy)

[image: image1.wmf]For purposes of this policy, “paging device” shall include a wireless, mobile, or portable telephone.

In order to assist students in communicating with family members, the District shall permit students to possess paging devices, however they must be turned off and out of sight during the school day on school property.  Students may not use any function of a paging device during the school day. 

Elementary and middle school students who violate this policy shall be subject to established disciplinary measures in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct.  District employees shall confiscate any paging devices found on school property or while a student is attending a school-sponsored or school-related activity on or off school property.

TOYS, GAMES, CARDS, ETC.
Parent cooperation in preventing your child from bringing unnecessary items to school is appreciated.  Such items include cards, dolls, stuffed animals, balls, action figures, radios, recorders, DVD/CD players, electronic games, etc.  These types of recreational items and toys tend to interfere with the learning process or promote arguments or disagreements.  Personal belongings of this nature are sometimes lost, damaged, or ruined, and the school will not be responsible for such. 

If a teacher approves the presence of these or other things on specially designated days, the items brought to school should be used appropriately and only during the specified time of the day.  Typically, the teacher will notify the parent if such a day has been designated.

Children are not allowed to bring any item to school, which is dangerous, too dear to be lost or damaged, or which distracts other children.  In general, children should check with the teacher as to whether or not it is permissible to bring an item in question.  Inappropriate items will be collected by the teacher and returned at the end of the school day.  Dangerous items will be sent to the school office for pick-up by the parent after notification.

Confiscated items will be kept in the school office and may be retrieved by a parent.  The student is expected to let his/her parent know that the items are available for pick-up.  

TRANSFER STUDENTS

Some of our Bryker Woods students attend school here on a transfer basis, meaning they do not live in the attendance area as determined by the Board of Trustees.  These students come from all parts of the city, and we are delighted to be a true “school of choice” for so many!  If your child attends our school on an approved transfer, he/she must arrive at school on time on a daily basis.  If a student receives more than five (5) tardies during any nine weeks grading period, the transfer may be revoked.  Before such action is taken, the principal will schedule a conference with the parent in an attempt to resolve the issue without the transfer being revoked.  Parents must also arrange for after-school care or transportation for transfer students.  No student may stay unsupervised on campus after 3:00 p.m.  Please do not expect our office personnel or other staff members to provide childcare after dismissal time.  Your help is greatly appreciated.

APPENDIX to the Handbook

· A.I.S.D. Calendar 2009-2010

· Lunch Schedule

· Faculty & Staff Email Addresses

· Campus Advisory Council (CAC) Members

· PTA Officers and Chair

· PTA Calendar
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